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Decisions supported by science.
a. Proper housing design, such as stalls with ample 

space and properly positioned tie rails and neck rails, 
as well as the use of deep bedding, are factors that 
can help to reduce the prevalence of injuries. Longer 
and wider stalls have been associated with increased 
cattle lying times and decreased injuries.

b. Housing management practices are critical factors for 
lameness. This includes stall design, bedding type, 
stall base, and bedding depth. Small stalls with large 
cows have been associated with greater lameness.

Statements are supported by the Lameness and Injuries section of 
the Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Dairy Cattle: Review 
of Scienti�c Research on Priority Issues. 2020.
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